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LIVE  AND  LET  DIE 

I am  working  this  year  as  a Vista  Volun- 
teer with  the  Colorado  Migrant  Council  in 
northeastern  Colorado.  Our  job  is  to  find 
ways  in  which  farm  laborers  who  come  to 
Colorado  each  year  from  May  to  September 
can  improve  their  education,  find  better  jobs, 
and  learn  how  to  live  in  a middle  class  so- 
ciety which  does  not  fully  accept  their  lan- 
guage, cultural  background,  or  living  habits. 
The  farm  workers  come  from  Texas,  and 
the  majority  of  them  are  Mexican- Ameri- 
cans. Their  incomes  vary  from  $900  to  $3,000 
a year,  most  of  this  earned  in  the  spring  and 
summer.  Many  have  had  only  two  or  three 
years  of  formal  education  and  can  barely 
speak,  read,  or  write  English,  Spanish  being 
their  first  language.  They  are  easily  exploit- 
ed and  discriminated  against  by  stores,  em- 
ployers, hospitals,  and  the  police  and  po- 
litical system.  Even  when  starving  they  are 
excluded  from  welfare  by  state  residency  re- 
quirements. The  National  Labor  Relations 
Act  specifically  excludes  them  from  the  right 
to  organize  into  unions.  Finally,  their  jobs 
as  stoop  laborers  are  slowly  being  taken  over 
by  advanced  farm  mechanization,  and  they 
lack  the  skills  to  find  other  work. 

As  a Vista  Volunteer  I have  been  involved 
in  adult  education,  working  with  farm  labor- 
ers, from  those  who  speak  no  English  to  those 
advanced  enough  to  work  for  the  GED 
(high  school  equivalent)  diplomas.  As  teach- 
ers, we  try  not  only  to  teach  English  and 
arithmetic,  but  also  to  involve  our  students 
in  discussion  and  action  concerning  national 
and  local  affairs,  their  culture  and  the  Anglo 
(white)  culture,  and  ways  in  which  they 
can  learn  to  “manipulate  the  system”  to  im- 
prove their  lives  and  gain  their  rights  as 
citizens  of  the  United  States. 

The  Dominguez  family  offers  a good  ex- 
ample of  our  work.  A migrant  family  from 
Texas,  they  decided  to  stay  in  Colorado  for 
the  winter.  However,  Mr.  Dominguez  was 
able  to  find  only  $5  to  $10  worth  of  work  a 
week.  We  were  sent  out  to  them  with  emer- 
gency food  aid  in  November.  We  found  the 
family  of  12  living  in  a three  room  house, 
barely  heated  by  a wood  stove.  A farmer  was 
letting  them  live  in  the  house  rent  free.  The 
worst  problem  was  that  the  pump  was  bro- 
ken, and  they  had  to  go  a quarter  of  a mile 
to  the  farmer’s  house  for  water.  Before  the 
Migrant  Council  came  to  their  aid  they  had 
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been  begging  for  food  and  firewood  from  the 
neighboring  farms,  eating  cabbage  almost  ex- 
clusively and  contemplating  killing  their  dog 
for  food.  The  children  were  not  going  to 
school  because  they  didn’t  have  shoes  or 
lunch  money.  Their  situation  was  further 
complicated  because  they  lived  five  miles 
from  the  nearest  town  and  often  lacked 
money  for  gas  to  go  get  food  and  water. 

The  family  was  appallingly  ill  equipped 
to  handle  the  civic  bureaucracies  which  are 
so  familiar  to  us.  Only  the  two  oldest  children 
spoke  English,  and  no  one  in  the  family  read 
or  wrote  English  adequately.  The  family  had 
bought  a car  but  did  not  have  the  title,  a 
safety  sticker,  or  registered  license  plates. 
Furthermore,  no  one  in  the  family  had  a 
driver’s  license.  In  December,  the  17  year 
old  girl  was  ticketed  for  all  of  these  viola- 
tions. She  was  not  going  to  go  to  court — 
“I’ll  wait  until  the  police  come  and  take  me 
away” — but  we  persuaded  her  to  let  us  go 
with  her,  which  she  finally  did  and  was  let 
off  with  a warning.  The  family  was  eligible 
for  welfare  Food  Stamps  (for  federal  surplus 
foods,  available  to  low  income  families  not 
on  welfare),  but  they  were  only  able  to  get 
them  once  because  of  the  difficulty  of  getting 
the  required  $46  together  at  one  time  and  of 
getting  to  the  Welfare  Office  17  miles  away. 
The  family  was  ineligible  for  regular  welfare 
aid  because  they  had  not  lived  in  Colorado 
for  a year. 

Each  time  we  visited  the  Dominguez  fam- 
ily we  helped  them  out  v/ith  food  or  trans- 
portation, and  once  we  took  the  mother  to  the 
doctor.  We  were  unable  to  find  the  father 
steady  work  or  to  help  the  family  out  in  any 
permanent  way.  They  left  Colorado  some- 
time in  February,  presumably  going  back  to 
Texas,  although  we  have  no  way  of  know- 
ing for  sure.  I can’t  help  but  wonder  what 
will  happen  to  them,  although  I expect  it 
will  be  the  same  story  every  winter  wher- 
ever they  are.  They  showed  me  my  inability 
to  jump  in  and  quickly  solve  the  problems 
of  the  poor,  while  they  made  me  aware  of 
the  devastating  effects  poverty  has  on  peo- 
ple, young  and  old.  I won’t  soon  forget  the 
words  of  Grade  Dominguez:  “I  may  only  be 
17.  but  I f'^el  like  100!” 

We  do  a far  from  complete  job.  Of  the 
12,000  migrants  who  come  to  Colorado  each 
summer,  the  Colorado  Migrant  Council 
reaches  perhaps  500  directly  and  materially 
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improves  the  lives  of  far  fewer  than  that. 

I wonder  if  Friends  are  aware  of  the  many 
migrants  who  travel  the  West  Coast  states 
each  summer?  Do  they  see  the  shacks  and 
the  labor  camps  along  their  roads  and  high- 
ways? Do  they  see  the  babies  playing  in  the 
fields  and  drinking  milk  out  of  sunwarmed 
bottles?  Do  the  prices  in  their  grocery  stores 
go  up  when  the  migrants  come  into  town? 
Do  they  read  in  the  paper  about  the  woman 
who  almost  died  because  the  hospital  would 
not  let  her  in  to  have  a baby  without  $50 
down?  Are  they  aware  of  the  welfare  laws 
in  their  states? 

The  migrants  are  only  one  group  of  Amer- 
ica’s poor  whom  we  and  our  children  live 
next  to  and  don’t  see.  If  v^e  see  them,  we 
easily  forget.  After  all,  in  America  “only  the 
lazy  can’t  find  work.”  And,  tragically 
enough,  those  who  do  see  and  try  to  do 
something  too  often  do  not  even  know  where 
to  begin  or  what  to  do,  they  are  so  out  of 
touch  with  the  needs  and  the  culture  of  the 
poor. 


The  riots  which  are  beginning  to  sweep 
our  country  are  born  of  the  violent  attitudes 
and  the  smug  hypocracy  to  which  the  poor 
have  been  subjected  all  their  lives.  Quaker 
though  I may  be,  I too  have  been  steeped  in 
this  violence  and  hypocrisy,  I too  have  im- 
wittingly  been  a white  racist,  and  now  I am 
faced  with  the  overwhelming  task  of  chang- 
ing myself  and  my  society,  a society  that  lis- 
tens only  to  violence  and  economic  power.  I 
am  convinced  that  only  when  forced  by  vio- 
lence will  the  Amreican  people  at  last  listen 
and  respond  to  the  needs  of  the  poor.  Yet  I 
myself  cannot  yet  accept  or  respond  to  physi- 
cal violence  as  my  way  of  attempting  to 
change  my  society.  The  only  recourse  I have 
found  is  to  work  with  individuals  and  groups 
of  concerned  people,  poor  and  rich,  trying  to 
open  doors  to  understanding  and  action  for 
both.  At  least,  I tell  myself,  it  is  better  than 
doing  nothing  in  a country  where  the  widely 
held  maxim  is  “live  and  let  live.” 

HELEN  DART 

Eugene  Meeting 


NORMAN  WHITNEY’S  LIGHT 

The  Light  that  was  in  Norman  Whitney 
still  shines.  A letter  I wrote  him  November 
21,  1967  expressed  thanks  for  his  October 
letter  in  his  long  series  of  Spectator-Papers. 
I said:  “Instead  of  Portia’s  long-loved  ‘little 
candle,’  I see  your  Light  as  ‘a  beacon  bright’ 
which  will  continue  to  ‘flash  Parnassus’.”  He 
acknowledged  it  before  his  death  on  Decem- 
ber 1,  1967. 

As  a tribute  to  Norman  Whitney,  I am 
pleased  now  to  report  further  evidence  of 
his  continuing  benefits.  The  following  quo- 
tation from  one  of  the  earlier  Spectator- 
Papers  was  in  pencil  among  the  papers  of 
a former  neighbor  of  mine,  Charles  Van 
Patter;  a sickly,  lonely  man  fond  of  reading, 
he  often  copied  in  pencil  or  memorized  fav- 
orite passages.  I must  have  loaned  him  the 
Norman  Whitney  letter,  but  I do  not  know 
the  date  of  it: 

“I  think  of  James  Naylor  in  1660  describing 
the  Spirit  which  delights  to  do  no  evil,  “It 
never  rejoiceth  but  through  suffering.”  I re- 
call the  petition  of  a number  of  early  Friends 
imprisoned  in  Lancaster  Castle  without  trial. 
After  months  of  waiting,  they  claimed  their 
rights  to  be  heard  explaining  that  they  did 
not  wish  their  families  to  be  “an  unnecessary 
charge  and  burden”  upon  others  and  con- 
cluding “We  desire  nothing  from  you  but 
that  we  may  live  quietly  and  peaceably  in 
our  own  homes,  eat  our  own  bread  and  fol- 
low our  own  callings  in  the  fear  of  God  for 
the  good  of  all,  and  to  meet  together  to 


serve  and  worship  our  God  according  as  He 
requireth  of  us.  But  if  you  will  not  grant 
these  things  unto  us,  then  we  shall  lie  down 
in  the  peace  of  our  God  and  patiently  suffer 
under  you.” 

This  was  the  spirit  that  overcame  persecu- 
tion and  established  liberty  in  the  Seven- 
teenth Century. 

This  is  the  Spirit  that  overcomes  the  world 
in  our  day. 

Charles  Van  Patter  became  a regular  con- 
tributor to  the  American  Friends  Service 
Committee  and  deeply  enjoyed  the  long  let- 
ters Helen  Perkins  of  the  Pasadena  Office 
often  wrote  him.  He  left  the  A.F.S.C.  a very 
substantial  gift  in  his  will.  That  will  help 
hold  aloft  the  Light  Norman  Whitney  so 
faithfully  and  valiantly  tended. 

EUBANKS  CARSNER 
Riverside  Meeting 


When  the  above  two  articles  came  into  juxta- 
position they  seemed  to  become  opening  state- 
ments in  the  dialogue  anticipated  in  the  com- 
ing Yearly  Meeting,  growing  out  of  the  Session 
on  the  second  evening  designated  “Young 
Friends  Speak.”  An  invitation  to  Francis  Dart 
to  develop  the  discussion  and  attempt  in  some 
sense  to  state  the  question  brought  the  follow- 
ing response.  Ed. 

A QUESTION  OF  RELEVANCE 

In  its  early  days  the  Society  of  Friends 
had  trouble  enough  just  caring  for  its  own. 
Friends  were  often  in  prison  or  in  courts  or 
were  denied  opportunities  and  so  needed  the 
help  and  comfort  of  fellow  Quakers.  Their 
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LET  YOUR  LIVES  SPEAK 


CENTRAL  COMMITTEE  FOR 
CONSCIENTIOUS  OBJECTORS 
(On  April  1 the  CCCO  was  facing  the  pros- 
pect of  being  completely  without  funds  by 
April  7.  Their  letter  of  appeal  is  printed 
here.) 

Dear  Friends: 

“ . . . The  Committee  and  its  staff  are  literally 
being  overwhelmed  by  requests  for  help,  informa- 
tion and  assistance  from  young  men  facing  the  draft 
and  the  war  in  Viet  Nam.  In  addition,  hundreds  of 
requests  are  received  each  month  from  attorneys 
anl  volrmteer  counselors.  We  estimate  that  nearly 
15,000  of  you  who  receive  the  Committee’s  “News 
Notes”  do  not  contribute  to  the  support  of  the  work 
of  the  Committee.  If  you  were  to  contribute  $10 
each  at  this  time,  our  immediate  financial  problems 
would  be  solved  . . . As  to  our  regular  contributors, 
many  of  whom  have  supported  us  year  in  and  year 
out  in  a very  generous  way,  we  ask  you  at  this  time 
whether  you  would  not  only  renew  your  support 
but  increase  your  contribution  by  50%. 

Without  an  immediate  and  dramatic  response  to 
this  appeal,  it  will  be  necessary  to  lay  off  staff 
members  and  curtail  the  activities  of  the  Committee. 
We  believe  that  this  would  have  tragic  repercus- 

J.  BARTON  HARRISON 
BARNETT  J.  JUNKER 
Co-Chairmen 

2016  Walnut  Street,  Suite  300 
Philadelphia,  PA  19103 


faith  and  service  to  each  other  was  deeply 
relevant  to  the  life  they  all  shared,  giving  to 
their  words  a power  that  is  easily  felt  even 
today.  James  Naylor,  and  those  Friends  im- 
prisoned in  Lancaster  Castle,  spoke  with 
authority  because  their  words  sprang  from 
direct  and  vital  involvement. 

Today  Friends  are  among  the  privileged. 
Not  only  do  we  “live  in  our  own  homes,  eat 
our  own  bread  and  follow  our  ovm  calling,” 
but  we  do  so  with  little  or  no  threat  from 
the  law  or  the  society  around  us,  partly  just 
because  we  are  Quakers.  Today  it  is  not 
Friends  but  others  who  are  dispossessed  or 
in  prison  or  facing  discrimination.  The  mi- 
grant laborer,  the  city  slum  dweller,  even  the 
disallowed  and  imprisoned  conscientious  ob- 
jector are  today  imlikely  to  be  Quakers.  The 
Dominguez  family  are  surely  not  Friends, 
and  we  surely  will  not  suggest  that  their 
problems  will  be  solved  by  membership  in 
the  Society  of  Friends.  Nor  can  many  of  us 
honestly  claim  to  have  shared  their  trials 
and  sorrows  as  our  own. 

As  Friends  we  long  to  speak  with  author- 
ity to  the  condition  of  our  time  today.  We 
must  somehow  find  a new  kind  of  relevance, 
different  from  that  of  the  early  Friends  yet 
no  less  vital  than  theirs.  We  should  be  help- 
ing each  other  discover  how  to  do  this. 

FRANCIS  DART 

Eugene  Meeting 


CONCERNING  YOUNG  MEN 
EMIGRATING  TO  CANADA 

Dear  Friends, 

I am  getting  more  letters  and  phone  calls  each 
week  as  the  pressure  mounts  in  the  U.S.  to  draft 
more  men  for  the  Vietnam  war  and  there  is  more 
difficulty  in  getting  conscientious  objector  status. 
This  is  a letter  which  I am  writing  as  an  individual, 
and  does  not  necessarily  represent  the  position  of 
the  Argenta  Friends  School  or  any  other  Argenta 
organization.  It  is  an  attempt  to  say  in  advance  the 
things  I say  when  I get  an  inquiry. 

Probably  most  important  is  the  fact  that  Argenta 
is  not  a suitable  place  for  a young  man  to  plan 
to  settle.  It  is  in  an  economically  depressed  area 
where  jobs  are  scarce,  prices  are  high,  and  products 
are  often  hard  to  transport  to  market.  On  the  other 
hand,  as  long  as  there  is  a group  of  people  who 
are  settled  here  eking  out  a living,  it  seems  to  me 
to  be  a good  place  for  a few  men  at  a time  to 
visit,  perhaps  work  for  room  and  board,  and  then 
move  on.  At  present  the  school  is  in  a position  to 
take  on  one  or  two  on  this  basis  for  a week  or  two. 

I personally  feel  a need  to  help  some  of  these 
young  men  who  have  been  unable  to  convince 
their  draft  boards  that  they  are  conscientiously  op- 
posed to  participating  in  the  Vietnam  war.  They 
are  now  legally  members  of  the  Canadian  commun- 
ity, but  may  need  a start  on  the  road  to  settling 
here  in  Canada. 

Many  of  you  will  be  in  contact  with  some  young 
men  who  have  moved  to  Canada  or  plan  to  do  so. 
While  your  first  thought  may  be  “Argenta  is  just 
the  place”  you  should  realize  that  we  can  only 
accommodate  a few  at  a time.  In  addition,  these 
few  must  be  the  ones  that  can  adjust  to  the  fact 
that  we  live  in  a conservative,  small  community 
which  has  been  here  more  than  fifty  years  (long 
before  Friends  and  other  “peaceniks”  descended.) 
This  community  of  Argenta  and  Johnson’s  Landing 
is  dubious  of  variations  from  the  norms  they  grew 
up  with  in  the  realms  of  dress,  hair,  drugs,  mari- 
juana, and  sex.  Those  young  people  who  feel  that 
their  independence  or  integrity  would  be  jeopard- 
ized by  conforming,  while  here,  to  a pattern  the 
community  sets  would  be  happier  if  they  went 
elsewhere. 

Come  to  think  of  it,  the  last  two  sentences  apply 
to  prospective  students  in  the  school. 

Since  we  have  twice-a-week  mail,  you  may  need 
to  phone  us.  If  so,  our  phone  is:  Area  Code  604, 
690-0161. 

Sincerely, 

JOHN  STEVENSON 

P.S.  If  any  of  you  feel  so  inclined,  a contribution 
earmarked  draft  refugees  will  help  us  help  these 
young  men  as  well  as  help  us  with  our  building 
program. 


“r/je  Lord  lives  and  works,  I do 
believe,  and  faith,  hope  and  love 
do  abide  and  make  evergreen  the 
the  life  that  lives  in  and  by  and 
through  them.” 

FERNER  NUHN 
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PACIFIC  YEARLY  MEETING  1968 

SCHEDULE 

SUNDAY,  AUGUST  18 

2:30-5:30  p.m.  — Standing  Committees  (at  call  of 
chairmen) 

7:00-8:00  p.m.  — Meeting  for  Worship 
8:00-10:00  p.m.  — Representative  Committee  (1) 


MONDAY,  AUGUST  19 


8:30-10:30  a.m 
2:00-3:00  p.m. 

3:15  p.m. 

4:00  p.m. 


6:45-7:15  p.m. 
7:30-9:30  p.m. 


— Representative  Committee  (2) 
—YEARLY  MEETING  SESSION  (I) 
Meeting  for  Worship 
— Out-of-doors  Reception 
—YEARLY  MEETING  SESSION  (II) 
Family  Gathering 
Roil  Call  of  Meetings 
— Hymn  Sinoing 

—YEARLY  MEETING  SESSION  (III) 
State  of  the  Meeting 


TUESDAY,  AUGUST  20 

8:30-9:45  a.m.  — Fellowship-Worship  Groups  (1) 
10:00  a.m.-l 2:00— YEARLY  MEETING  SESSION  (IV) 
Report  of  Representative 
Committee 

3:15-5:00  p.m.  — Interest  Groups 

Open  Meeting:  Committee  on 
Ministry  and  Oversight 
Fellowship  of  Healing 
Choral  Group 
6:45-7:15  p.m.  — Hymn  Singing 
7:30-9:30  p.m.  —YEARLY  MEETING  SESSION  (V) 
“Young  Friends  Speak” 


WEDNESDAY,  AUGUST  21 

8:30-9:45  a.m.  — Fellowship-Worship  Groups  (2) 
10:00  a.m.-l 2:00— YEARLY  MEETING  SESSION  (VI) 
Social  Order  Committee 


1:15-3:00  p.m. 


3:15-5:00  p.m. 


6:45-7:15  p.m. 
7:00-9:30  p.m. 


—YEARLY  MEETING  SESSION  (VII) 
Memorials  - Baxter  Hum 
“Unity  and  Unanimity”  - 
Discipline  Committee 
— Interest  Groups 
Fellowship  of  Healing 
Choral  Group 

The  Keeping  of  Records  in 
Meetings 
— Hymn  Singing 
— Family  Night 


THURSDAY,  AUGUST  22 

8:30-9:45  a.m.  — Fellowship-Worship  Groups  (3) 

10:00  a.m.-l 2:00— YEARLY  MEETING  SESSION  (VIII) 
First  Reading  of  Epistle 
Young  Friends  Yearly  Meeting 
Report 

3:15-5:00  p.m.  — Interest  Groups 

Representative  Committee  (3) 
Fellowship  of  Healing 
Choral  Group 
Clerks’  Meeting 

6:45-7:15  p.m.  — Hymn  Singing 

7:30-9:30  p.m.  —YEARLY  MEETING  SESSION  (IX) 
1968-69  Budget 


FRIDAY,  AUGUST  23 

8:30-9:30  a.m.  — Fellowship-Worship  Groups  (4) 
9:45-10:30  a.m.  —YEARLY  MEETING  SESSION  (X) 
Final  Reading  of  Epistle 
Report  from  Junior  Yearly  Meeting 
and  Epistle 

Young  Friends  Yearly  Meeting 
Epistle 

Report  of  Nominating  Committee 
11:00  a.m.  — Meeting  for  Worship 

and  Closing  Minute 
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PLANS  FOR  YEARLY  MEETING 

Announcements  and  notices  of  arrangements  for 
Yearly  Meeting  are  published  in  June  and  July- 
August  Bulletins.  Friends  are  reminded  that  the 
deadlines  for  copy  are  May  10  and  July  1 respec- 
tively. 

DOCUMENTS  IN  ADVANCE 

Annual  Reports  from  the  Quarterly  Meetings  on 
the  State  of  the  Society,  from  Yearly  Meeting  Com- 
mittees, and  by  Representatives  from  PYM  to  Friends 
Organizations  (unless  published  previously)  will  be 
printed  in  the  July-August  Bulletin.  Reports  must 
be  in  the  Editor’s  hands  by  July  1. 

FROM  THE  NOMINATING  COMMITTEE 

A worksheet  for  nominations  for  Yearly  Meeting 
1968-69  has  been  prepared  and  sent  to  all  the 
Quarterly  Meetings.  It  is  hoped  that  Friends  will 
make  suggestions  soon,  returning  the  worksheets  to 
the  chairman.  Additional  copies  for  the  use  of 
Monthly  Meetings  may  be  obtained  from  the  chair- 
man. Suggestions  may  also  be  given  to  members  of 
the  Committee  which  include: 


Walt  Raitt  

.1968 

Alternates: 

Anna  James  . . 

.1968 

John  Ullman 

Jane  Webster 

1968 

Alice  Dart 

Nancy  Nelson  . . 

.1969 

Alternates: 

Jane  Walker  . . . 

.1969 

Agnes  Schmoe 

Asenath  Young  . 

.1969 

James  DeWees 

Jean  Etter 

.1970 

Alternate: 

Clara  Hum  . . . . 

.1970 

Marguerite  Wells 

David  Bruner  . . 

.1970 

W ALT  RAITT,  Chairman 

FRIENDS  COMMITTEE  ON 
NATIONAL  LEGISLATION 

In  Washington  elected  and  appointed  officials  re- 
fer to  the  Friends  Committee  on  National  Legisla- 
tion as  “The  Friends  Committee”  or  the  Quakers. 
It  is  generally  respected,  even  members  of  govern- 
ment who  differ  with  its  position  know  the  care 
with  which  policy  issues  are  researched,  the  dedi- 
cation of  the  staff,  and  the  honesty  of  statistics 
which  are  quoted.  Constant  efforts  are  made  to 
clarify  that  no  one  speaks  for  all  Friends;  still  as- 
sumptions are  made  that — whether  Committee,  ex- 
perts testifying  in  its  behalf,  or  staff— all  speak  for 
the  entire  Society  of  Friends. 

Within  the  Committee,  positions  are  taken  only 
after  study,  report,  question.  Sometimes  unity  is 
reached  only  after  thrashing,  waiting,  and  longer 
effort  to  understand  issues  in  the  light  of  our  deep 
religious  concerns.  Thus  issues  of  Rhodesia,  Ameri- 
can Indians,  the  Middle  East  find  no  simple  solution 
in  recommendations  which  the  Committee  author- 
izes. 

The  weight  of  decision  is  within  the  Committee 
as  to  which  legislative  issues  shall  take  priority  in 
our  work  for  a given  session  of  Congress.  The  Com- 
mittee is  formed  of  representatives  from  those 
Yearly  Meetings  in  the  United  States  which  make 
appointments,  plus  a minority  appointed  at  large. 
“Representatives”  are  chosen  because  of  presumed 
concern  in  matters  of  national  legislation  and  for 
maturity  of  judgment  and  availability. 

“Availability”  has  two  meanings.  A member  of 
Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation  must 
be  able  to  attend  meetings  in  Washington,  study 
and  respond  to  its  communications,  and  most  im- 
portantly be  available  to  the  Yearly  Meeting.  An- 
other need  is  that  Yearly  Meeting,  Regional,  or 
Monthly  Meetings  be  available  to  the  appointee.  In 


this  way  representatives  can  present  or  re-present 
the  issues,  the  problems,  and  the  progress  of  bills 
which  are  of  special  concern  to  Friends. 

Quaker  Leadership  Seminars  serve  to  broaden 
acquaintance  and  participation,  providing  interested 
Friends  face  to  face  encounters  with  congressmen, 
generals,  and  staffs  of  the  State  Department.  People 
who  have  had  such  experiences  can  then  be  of 
continuing  help. 

Everyone  is  needed  to  express,  when  a legislator 
comes  home,  appreciation  for  the  least  and  the  best 
of  whatever  importance  he  has  accomplished.  He 
is  most  likely  to  hear  our  criticism  if  some  of  it 
is  praise. 

Pacific  Yearly  Meeting,  among  the  most  distant 
geographically  from  Washington,  was  instrumental 
in  initiating  “The  Friend  in  Washington”,  a service 
which  gives  a concerned  Friend  access  to  congres- 
sional committeemen,  keeps  in  touch  with  legisla- 
tors from  the  West  particularly.  The  Staff  and  Com- 
mittee have  found  this  short-term  intensive  help 
a refreshing,  stimulating  resource. 

Currently,  William  Edgerton  is  Friend  in  Wash- 
ington. The  issue  which  claimed  greatest  attention  in 
the  past  several  months  was  preparation  of  “guide- 
lines” for  his  interviews  in  Congress — “guidelines” 
on  the  role  of  anti-Communism  in  shaping  U.  S. 
foreign  policy.  The  staff  has  the  job  of  setting  up 
appointments,  arranging  for  him  to  testify. 

The  Committee  has  had  to  authorize  using  its 
reserves  to  make  this  possible.  Pacific  Yearly  Meet- 
ing has  not  chosen  to  appropriate  funds  to  share 
the  cost  of  the  Friend  in  Washington.  Nevertheless, 
we  are  part  of  the  program — to  the  extent  that  we 
make  known  our  concerns  and  insights  in  the  area 
of  his  attention. 

It  would  be  good  to  know  how  many  Monthly 
Meetings  include  a study  of  FCNL  publications — 
they  are  useful  for  keeping  Friends  in  touch  with 
issues,  they  provide  facts  about  matters  up  for 
debate  or  vote.  They  may  be  used  when  the  Meet- 
ing is  addressing  a letter  to  the  government,  they 
are  needed  so  that  all  of  the  “belonging”  to  society 
may  be  informed  and  practical. 

Even  though  this  year  there  were  four  from  Pa- 
cific Yearly  Meeting  at  the  annual  meeting,  it  would 
not  be  possible  to  communicate  among  the  member- 
ship the  whole  of  the  challenge  to  conscience  we 
felt  there 

FRANCES  B.  .McALLISTER 
Representative  from 
Pacific  Yearly  Meeting 


NEW  EDITOR 

The  appointment  of  Alfred  Stefferud  of  Washing- 
ton, D.C.  as  editor  of  the  Friends  Journal  upon  the 
retirement  next  September  of  Frances  Williams  Bro- 
win  has  been  announced.  Frances  Browin  has  been 
editor  since  1963  of  the  internationally  circulated 
magazine  of  Quaker  news  and  opinion.  Alfred  Stef- 
ferud will  emerge  from  retirement  after  many  years 
of  editorial  work  for  the  Associated  Press  and  the 
U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture.  He  is  a member  of 
Friends  Meeting  of  Washington  and  Baltimore  Yearly 
Meeting.  He  has  been  active  in  committees  of  both 
bodies,  and  of  Friends  World  Committee  for  Con- 
sultation, and  has  been  on  the  Board  of  Managers 
of  Friends  Journal  since  1965.  He  has  written  a 
number  of  books  and  magazine  articles. 

Friends  Journal  was  established  in  1955  as  suc- 
cessor to  The  Friend  (founded  in  1827)  and  the 
Friends  Intelligencer  (founded  in  1844). 
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THE  WINDS 


The  winds  ivould  whip 
and  tear  my  face 

and  tug  me  from  my  mooring  safe 

and  implore  my  soul  to  run  with  it 
and  dance  and  hide  in  silver  rain. 

Elfish  fiends  cross-plait  my  hair 
and  dust  me  on  an  icy  road 
and  whisk  my  feet  from  under  me 
and  whisper  secrets  in  my  ear. 
Fingers  touch  my  silken  garb 
and  dewish  breath  unfastens  them. 
And  once  a lonely  wind-led  voice 
admonished  me  with  untold  glee. 


I followed  the  capering  feet  of  winds 
and  swept  past  home’s  inviting  door 
and  leapt  among  the  darkened  peaks 

and  answered  my  soul  to  the  wind’s  soft 
moan. 

Now  I am  the  wind  that  cries  at  night 
and  lifts  the  gull  upon  its  wing 
and  laughs  at  men  with  bloody  spears 
and  sleeps  among  the  quiet  pines. 

SARAH  'POLSTER 

(.Reprinted  from 

the  "'Argenta  Whittled’) 


AT  DAWN 

/ ivake  at  dawn,  as  I so  often  do. 

To  hear  a far-off  melody.  And  through 
A mental  haze,  there  rises  one  clear  thought 
Of  how  this  day  more  near  1 may  be  brought 
Into  Thy  Will,  Oh  Father;  and  again. 

Just  as  before,  there  sounds  the  old  refrain 
As  formulated  from  a strain  I’d  heard 
In  other  days  when  sound  of  singing  bird 
Would  stir  my  soul,  would  waken  me  from  deep 
Unconsciousness  of  night,  and  bid  me  keep 
My  hour  with  Thee,  Oh  Father!  Then  though  long 
Or  short  my  worshipping  — it  is  with  song! 

I rise,  look  to  the  sky,  and  suddenly 
Know  Thou  hast  blessed  a new  born  day  for  me ; 
O’erwhelmed,  I sense  Thy  nearness  as  a stream 
Of  goodness,  wholeness,  yes,  of  love  supreme! 

EMMA  W^ENDT  ^ 

Los  Angeles  Meeting 


IMPROVING  OUR  WORSHIP 


La  Jolla  Friends  recently  held  meetings  to  dis- 
cuss worship.  Many  had  felt  the  need  to  improve. 
Some  worried  about  the  disruptive  influence  of 
inappropriate  speaking,  and  wondered  what  might 
be  done. 

During  our  discussions,  three  questions  recur- 
red: Cannot  one  worship  just  as  well  at  the  beach 
as  in  a meeting?  What  can  we  do  when  people 
persist  in  disturbing  our  meetings  for  worsWp  with 
inappropriate  messages?  And  finally,  after  frustra- 
tion  with  the  first  two  questions:  What,  after  all,  do 
we  mean  by  worship?  These  questions  are  worth 
considering. 

We  tend  to  look  in  the  wrong  place  for  answers 
when  thinking  about  inappropriate  messages  m 
meeting.  ^/\Te  focus  our  attention  first  on  ^ the  dis— 
turber.  He  needs  to  be  looked  at,  certainly  but 
later.  First  we  must  look  at  ourselves  individually, 
and  then  as  a worshipping  group. 


I believe  that  a good  meeting  for  worship  can- 
not— except  in  the  most  extreme  circumstances — 
can  not  be  disturbed.  The  reason  for  my  confidence 
lies  in  my  conception  of  Friends’  worship.  Friends 
are  basically  among  those  who  believe,  as  Paul  did, 
that  “the  things  that  are  seen  are  temporal;  the 
things  that  are  unseen  are  eternal.”  We  feel  there  is 
a spirit  in  which  all  has  its  being,  and  that  there 
is  something  of  that  spirit,  or  light,  in  every  man. 
This  insight  is  peculiar  neither  to  Friends  nor  to 
Christianity.  The  fellowship  of  this  light  is  as  wide 
as  the  earth.  That  spirit  of  which  we  are  aware  has 
many  names,  but  it  is  one;  it  is  the  same  light 
toward  which  we  reach. 

Now,  it  is  reaching  toward  that  light  that  I call 
worship.  For  me,  worship  is  any  means  of  seeking 
that  light,  of  expressing  an  awareness  of  it,  or  of 
living  in  commitment  to  it.  Thus,  worship  can  be 
speaking,  singing,  meditation,  an  open  silence,  work. 
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play,  and  virtually  any  other  form  of  human  activity 
done  in  the  right  spirit. 

If  that  is  true,  why  is  it  that  most  of  us  who 
do  agree  that  one  can  worship  alone  on  the  beach 
or  in  the  mountains  prefer  to  worship  in  a Friends 
Meeting?  One  idea  that  occurs  to  me  is  that,  for 
all  the  brilliance  of  the  beach  and  the  luminous 
quality  of  the  High  Sierra,  their  light  pales  beside 
the  focused  intensity  under  a burning  glass.  As  we 
gather  to  seek  and  to  express  awareness  of  the 
hght,  there  results  an  intensity  and  focus  of  com- 
mitment which  in  itself  increases  our  awareness  of 
that  light.  This  experience  depends  so  little  on  the 
spoken  word  that  many  of  us  have  experienced 
meetings  of  great  richness  in  which  not  a word  was 
spoken.  A meeting  so  focused  is  truly  a gathered 
meeting,  with  a power  that  nothing  can  disrupt. 
Such  meetings  are  infrequent,  but  when  they  hap- 
pen we  are  reminded  of  the  special  power  in  cor- 
porate worship. 

With  these  things  in  mind,  let  us  look  again 
at  that  earlier  question:  What  shall  we  do  when 
someone  disturbs  our  meetings  with  inappropriate 
messages?  The  first  thing  to  do  is  look  at  ourselves. 
On  what  were  we  centered?  On  speakers?  Let  us 
hope  not!  And  what  about  the  group?  Are  we  a 
magnifying  glass  for  the  close  scrutiny  of  others,  or 
an  instrument  for  focusing  light?  Obviously,  we 
should  be  centered  neither  on  individual  speakers 
nor  on  the  group  instrument,  but  on  the  light. 

Should  we,  then,  counsel  with  the  person  who 
regularly  speaks  inappropriately  in  meeting?  We 
must  speak  to  him,  certainly.  But  if  we  have  thought 
first  about  ourselves  and  about  the  nature  of  wor- 
ship, we  know  that  the  cause  of  the  disturbance  is 
within  ourselves.  We  will  not  charge  him  with  it. 
We  will  speak  to  him — but  not  to  tell  him  he  is 
disturbing  us.  We  will  do  it  only  to  let  him  know 
what  he  is  missing. 

LOWELL  TOZER 

La  Jolla  Meeting 


FROM  THE  QUARTERLY  MEETINGS 

New  Mexico  Quarterly  Meeting  gathered  in  Al- 
buquerque February  18,  holding  Meeting  for  Wor- 
ship in  the  morning  and  Meeting  for  Business  in 
the  afternoon.  Most  of  the  time  at  the  latter  was 
spent  in  sharing  of  accounts  of  activities  in  the 
Monthly  Meetings.  Ray  Farmer  was  named  to  the 
Yearly  Meeting  Peace  Committee. 

There  was  some  discussion  of  the  race  problem 
in  the  nation  and  it  was  decided  to  write  to  Rev. 
Martin  Luther  King,  supporting  him  in  his  peaceful 
actions  on  his  strong  anti-war  and  civil  rights  posi- 
tion. 

Concern  was  expressed  that  organization  and 
bureaucracy  is  creeping  into  our  lives  and  the 
Meeting.  Is  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  too  big  and 
should  it  be  less  bureaucratic?  Could  some  of  the 
Committees  be  combined? 

MARIE  ANDREW 
Recording  Clerk 

Willamette  Quarterly  Meeting  Junior  Friends 
held  their  spring  outing  April  5-7  at  a camp  on  the 
McKenzie  River  east  of  Eugene.  While  engaging 
in  games  and  sports  the  principal  time  was  passed 
in  silence.  On  Saturday  evening  discussion  rose  out 
of  the  silence,  centering  around  the  experiences  of 
an  AFS  student  who  wonders  how  she  will  tell 
when  she  goes  back  to  Germany  what  has  happened 
to  her  this  year  in  the  U.S.,  and  “what  it  is  like” 
here.  It  was  felt  to  be  a successful  retreat. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 

Have  any  papers  been  prepared  or  published  by 
American  Quaker  scientists  stating  the  case  for 
belief  in  Divinity  somewhat  as  Kathleen  Lonsdale 
(the  British  Quaker  physicist)  has  stated  it  in  The 
Friend  of  London,  in  the  December  22-29,  1967 
issues? 

My  reading  convinces  me  that  many  of  the  well- 
known  scientists  in  the  fields  of  biology  and  physics 
recognize  no  need  for  concepts  of  God  or  what  they 
call  entelechy  (soul  or  spirit).  Yet  how  else  explain 
the  something  within  which  speaks  to  us — which 
tells  me  that  I am  I,  a creation  that  possesses  a body 
but  is  more  than  a body,  and  that  a larger  Con- 
sciousness is  in  me  and  transcends  me? 

How  can  laboratory  studies  of  matter  and  phy- 
sical energies  account  for  the  tide  of  Divine  love 
that  casts  out  fear  and  blesses  us  . . . for  our  aware- 
ness of  the  beauty  of  the  universe  . . . for  our  sense 
that  the  Creative  Spirit  is  adventuring  in  form,  and 
we  are  part  of  the  great  adventure?  . . . Love  and 
human  values  that  Jesus  taught  are  not  found  in 
any  test  tube,  yet  what  is  life  worth  without  them? 

Many  scientists  appear  to  consider  theology  ob- 
solete, but  theology  is  not  religion,  and  religion  does 
not  die  because  myths  must  be  understood  symbol- 
ically and  not  literally  ...  It  seems  to  me  that  re- 
jection of  religion  by  many  scientists  is  disturbing 
young  people,  and  so  I would  like  to  see  Christian 
scientists  state  their  position  in  a way  not  to  be 
refuted  scientifically.  Perhaps  the  natural  order  can 
be  expanded  to  include  the  concept  of  Divinity 
without  resorting  to  any  supernatural  concept,  for 
the  word  supernatural  seems  to  disturb  many  scien- 
tists. 

LAV  ERNE  MORRIS 
(La  Jolla  Meeting) 


...  It  deeply  grieves  me  that  there  is  so  much 
said  about  nonviolence  (a  poorly  defined  word  at 
best)  and  nothing  said  about  quiet  murder.  The 
poisoning  of  bodies  with  drugs  and  the  destruction 
of  spirits  with  brutality  and  dishonesty  are  no  less 
evil  than  an  occasional  tantrum.  This  seeping, 
creeping,  depressing  system  by  which  justice  and 
rights  are  taken  away  and  replaced  by  the  concept 
of  non-action  is  a social  deformity  . . . What  I am 
trying  to  say  is  pacifism  should  not  be  a creeping 
cult  behind  which  hides  all  the  brutality  and  kill- 
ing which  otherwise  would  go  on  in  the  open. 

The  idealization  of  war,  brute  force,  and  cheap- 
ness of  human  life  is  very  wrong.  However,  the 
factor  of  non-violence  is  deception  personified.  In 
the  mental  hospitals  the  soft  shoe  type  of  brutality 
is  much  more  vile  than  the  knock-down  drag-out 
fist  fight  with  its  open  appearance  of  violence  . . . 
With  all  the  talk  that  was  inspired  by  the  good 
Dr.  Martin  Luther  Eiing’s  death  we  hear  so  little 
of  fair  play,  of  justice  for  all,  of  love  and  kindness, 
but  again  and  again  they  spoke  of  the  insipid  non- 
violence . . . and  if  we  cry  out,  we  are  violent 
and  subject  to  condemnation. 

Surely  it  is  right  that  people  should  be  led 
away  from  poverty  by  their  diligent  effort.  Surely 
it  is  right  that  we  should  condemn  those  who  make 
glory  of  destruction  and  killing  in  the  streets  or  in 
Vietnam,  but  we  must  also  condemn  the  poisoning 
of  our  food,  drink  and  spirits  with  various  non- 
violent forms  of  deception. 

WALTER  HOWARD  RUSSELL 

Albuquerque  Meeting 
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NOTES  FROM  HERE  AND  THERE 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Marriage 

HIRAM  PIERCE  andd  ARDEN  CORDRAY  (Palo 
Alto)  on  March  29,  under  the  care  of  Palo  Alto  Meet- 
ing. 

Deaths 

MIRA  SAUNDERS  of  Orange  Grove  Meeting,  on 
February  8. 

CLIFFORD  MASER  of  Corvallis  Meeting,  on  April  2. 

NEWS  OF  FRIENDS 

DONALD  and  ALURA  DODD  (University)  are  work- 
ing in  San  Francisco  with  the  Guild  for  Psycholog- 
ical Studies.  They  will  return  to  Seattle  for  the 
summer. 

JEAN  and  EVANS  ROBERTS  (University)  are 
leaving  July  1 to  spend  two  years  in  Thailand  where 
Evans  will  be  teaching  microbiology  at  Chiengma 
University. 

LENA  ULLMANN  (Vancouver)  attended  by  invita- 
tion the  All-Christian  Peace  Conference  (East-West) 
in  Prague  in  April.  She  had  been  active  iR  it  in  the 
past.  She  also  visited  in  Germany  and  England. 

OLIN  and  BETTY  TILLOTSON  and  their  children 
have  left  the  United  States  for  Canada.  Their  ad- 
dress is  1755  140th  St,  Surrey,  R.R.  3,  White  Rock, 
B.C.  They  have  transferred  their  membership  to 
Vancouver  Meeting. 

SANG  DAL  CHA  (Los  Angeles  Meeting,  now  resi- 
dent in  Hawaii)  after  returning  from  a recent  trip  to 
the  Mainland,  had  this  to  say: 

“After  living  in  Hawaii  for  two  years,  I went  back 
to  Los  Angeles  in  January  to  visit  my  children  and 
old  friends.  Los  Angeles  has  the  biggest  Korean 
community  in  the  Mainland  with  about  7,000  resi- 
dents. What  struck  me  very  strongly  is  that  the  old- 
tim.ers  who  came  to  America  40  or  50  years  ago  are 
decreasing  in  numbers  very  fast  . . . Soon  we  will 
have  the  second  generation  and  the  newcomers 
(from  Korea  after  the  2nd  World  War,  mostly  stu- 
dents) alone,  it  seems  that  the  second  generation 
will  be  absorbed  into  the  big  society. 

“But  the  newcomers  have  their  Korean  cultural 
background  and  are  unsubmerged  in  the  ocean  of 
the  American  way  of  life  as  yet.  There  are  about 
10,000  of  them — more  than  three  hundred  are  teach- 
ing in  universities  and  colleges  and  thousands  are 
specialists  and  technicians.  At  the  University  of  Ha- 
waii alone  there  are  more  than  ten  professors  from 
Korea.  I hope  this  new  group  of  Koreans  will  produce 
many  mature  persons  and  make  a big  contribution 
to  our  confused  society,  with  the  unique  cultural 
background  of  their  divided  homeland.” 


FROM  THE  MEETINGS 

BELLINGHAM  FRIENDS  MEETING  has  been 
formed  as  an  allowed  meeting  of  University  Meet- 
ing (not  of  Vancouver  as  previously  stated.)  The 
Clerk  is  Howard  Harris. 

PALO  ALTO  MEETING — A “Mother  and  one  Child 
Retreat”  will  be  held  at  Hidden  Villa  a weekend 
in  May  “for  a time  for  busy  mothers  to  sit  down 
and  relax  with  that  particular  child  in  the  family  who 
needs  to  spend  some  time  alone  with  Mother.” 

MULTNOMAH  MEETING — 400  book  covers  de- 
scribing alternative  service  and  the  CO  position 
were  printed  and  distributed  at  Lincoln  High  School. 
Fred  Nussbaum  reported  that  they  were  all  taken. 
The  Oregonian  printed  a story  about  the  covers  on 
March  19th.  More  will  be  printed  if  $70  can  be 
raised. 

FROM  THE  SCHOOLS 

JOHN  WOOLMAN  SCHOOL  announces  summer 
school,  June  23-July  20,  for  students  presently  en- 
rolled in  8th  through  11th  grades.  The  two  curricu- 
lar them.es  are  China  and  American  Problems,  with 
a variety  of  offerings  in  Arts  and  Crafts,  as  well  as 
recreation,  and  participation  in  housekeeping  chores 
and  cooking,  and  in  the  farm  program  and  building. 
Tuition  is  $200.  Write  or  phone  for  Summer  Applica- 
tion Blank  to  John  Woolman  School,  Rt.  1,  Box 
J-26,  Nevada  City,  CA  95959  (916-273-3183)  or  to 
Mary  Jorgensen,  919  Creston  Road,  Berkeley,  CA 
94708  (415-526-1860). 

FROM  ALL  QUARTERS 

An  International  Peace  Seminar  will  travel  this 
summer  to  Russia,  East  and  West  Germany  and 
Finland,  led  by  Jerome  Davis,  under  the  auspices 
of  Promoting  Enduring  Peace,  Inc. 

“We  leave  New  York  by  airplane  on  July  15 
and  return  on  August  15th.  The  total  cost  of  the 
trip  is  $1,490.  For  further  information  write  to:  Dr. 
Jerome  Davis,  Friends  House,  Sandy  Spring,  MD 
20860.” 

Pendle  Hill  March  Bulletin  announcing  the  com- 
plete offering  of  Pendle  Hill  for  the  1968-69  year  is 
now  available  upon  writing  to  Pendle  Hill,  Walling- 
ford, PA  19086.  Two  particular  phases  of  the  offer- 
ing for  next  year  are  notable,  one  entitled  “Meeting 
for  the  Quest  and  the  Questions”  to  be  held  weekly 
throughout  the  year.  The  second  major  program  is 
entitled  “Preparing  for  Radical  Quaker  Living,” 
seeking  to  prepare  Friends  and  others  who  partici- 
pate as  agents  of  change  within  the  Quaker  move- 
ment and  the  broader  community. 
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